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A “remarkable and insightful” look inside a New York City school for the deaf, blending memoir
and history (The New York Times Book Review). Leah Hager Cohen is part of the hearing world,
but grew up among the deaf community. Her Russian-born grandfather had been deaf—a fact
hidden by his parents as they took him through Ellis Island—and her father served as
superintendent at the Lexington School for the Deaf in Queens. Young Leah was in the minority,
surrounded by deaf culture, and sometimes felt like she was missing the boat—or in the
American Sign Language term, “train go sorry.” Here, the award-winning writer looks back on this
experience and also explores a pivotal moment in deaf history, when scientific advances and
cultural attitudes began to shift and collide—in a unique mix of journalistic reporting and
personal memoir that is “a must-read” (Chicago Sun-Times). “The history of the Lexington
School for the Deaf, the oldest school of its kind in the nation, comes alive with Cohen’s vivid
descriptions of its students and administrators. The author, who grew up at the school, follows
the real-life events of Sofia, a Russian immigrant, and James, a member of a poor family in the
Bronx, as well as members of her own family both past and present who are intimately
associated with the school. Cohen takes special pride in representing the views of the deaf
community—which are sometimes strongly divided—in such issues as American Sign
Language (ASL) vs. oralism, hearing aids vs. cochlear implants, and mainstreaming vs. special
education. The author’s lively narrative includes numerous conversations translated from
ASL . . . a one-of-a-kind book.” —Library Journal “Throughout the book, Cohen focuses on two
students whose Russian and African American roots exemplify the school’s increasingly diverse
population . . . beautifully written.” —Booklist 
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Tonie, “Started slow, developed nicely in pace, and finished strong.. The book is as described. It
took awhile to follow the story lines, but beginning near the middle and through the end of the
book, it came together very clearly and nicely. It gives a good understanding into the deaf
education experience at a residential school, the Deaf culture and its intermingling among the
hearing world, while also injecting humor and depicting the need to know the importance of ASL
as a language in and with deaf individuals.”

J. K. MANCINI, “Not only is it extremely well-written, it covers a multitude of salient issues of
Deaf culture. The book is marvelous for its accurate insights into Deaf culture. It uses a Deaf
residential school setting as the basis for the many subplots so we get an inside look at deaf
people - It is an ingenious device. We see the various aspects of Deaf culture from many points
of view as Ms. Cohen explores issues through the various characters in the book. All the
characters are very interesting and fully drawn. You feel as though you know each one of them
when you're done.I am a hearing man who has been involved in the Deaf community for over 30
years. I teach ASL at a college and have read just about all the books available on Deaf culture.
This is the book that I now require for my level two students. It gives so much "inside" information
about deaf people. And she does it through the many fascinating lives of each character, most of
them deaf, a few hearing.If you are an ASL student or know a deaf person, you should definitely
read this book. If your professor doesn't now about this book yet, tell him or her to read it. Even if
you've never met a deaf person I think that you will find this to be a great read. It is breezy yet
poignant and you keep turning the page to see what happens next to each person involved.”

Flowergirl, “Wonderful Inside View of the Deaf World. This book is excellent. It lets us see inside
the Deaf World culture from the unique perspective of a hearing person who grew up in the Deaf
World. I believe this book should be required middle/high school reading for all hearing
students. This will lead to a greater understanding, appreciation and sensitivity, and
subsequently beneficial policies and legislation in the future, toward the Deaf World and the
unique challenges that Deaf people face.”

Cynthia L. Harris, “A great book to help understand deaf culture. This was a great book for
understanding more about the deaf culture. It really helped me to realize more about how deaf
people think, feel, and feel included or excluded in every day life.”

Alex Zavala, “Great book. Great book full of great stories. A lot of insight into the world of Deaf
students.”

Francesco Cannavo, “great. love this book it really tells you the struggles of the deaf community”



Alicia, “ASL CLASS. This book is a nice insight view. Read for my ASL class and enjoyed it!”

Kayak Rik, “Five Stars. A good introduction to the community”

The book by Leah Hager Cohen has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 197 people have provided feedback.
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